
LIFE · 생명
3.8 billion years, uncompressed

Earth's 3.8 billion years of life, at true scale. Microbes 84% · animals 16% · humans 0.008%.
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① The whole span — 4.56 billion years ago to now (linear scale)
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720 Ma
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252 Ma

You

300,000 years ago

The oceans appear

4.4 Ga

Photosynthesis begins

3.48 Ga

Eukaryotes

2.1 Ga

Many become one

1.05 Ga

The Cambrian explosion

538 Ma

the asteroid

66 Ma

② Zoomed — the last 600 million years · the age of animals (Cambrian explosion → now)
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The egg comes ashore
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The dinosaurs arrive

230 Ma
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539 Ma
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410 Ma
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372 Ma
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③ Zoomed again — the last 66 million years · mammals and humans

the asteroid

66 Ma

Palaeocene-Eocene therm…

56 Ma

Bats

52 Ma

Antarctica freezes

34 Ma

Megalodon

23 Ma

Ardipithecus

4.4 Ma

Genus Homo · first tools

2.8 Ma

Primates diverge

63 Ma

Primates radiate

55 Ma

Apes and monkeys part

25 Ma

The fork

7 Ma

Standing up

3.2 Ma

Whales return to the sea

50 Ma

④ Human zoom — the last 2 million years, the age of genus Homo. Sapiens (300,000 yr) is only 15% of this.

Homo erectus

1.9 Ma

Homo heidelbergensis

700,000 years ago

You

300,000 years ago

The megafauna vanish

50,000 years ago

a warm gap

11,700 years ago

Smallpox eradicated

46 years ago

Controlling fire

1 Ma

Neanderthals

430,000 years ago

The Toba eruption

74,000 years ago

Dogs come to us

23,000 years ago

The structure of the do…

73 years ago

The human genome is read

23 years ago

You — Homo sapiens, 300,000 years
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